WITH THE  STOCK  COMPANIES
this interesting occasion as follows : " I fancy we neither of us played very well. From the first I noticed that Mr. Irving ^ worked more concentratedly than all the other actors put together, and the most important lesson of my working life I learnt from him, that to do one's work well one must work contimially, live a life of constant self-denial for that purpose, and, in short, keep one's nose upon the grindstone. It is a lesson one had better learn early in stage life, I think, for the bright, glorious, healthy career of a successful i actor is but brief at the best. There is an old story told of Mr. Irving being f struck with my talent at this time, and promising that if he ever had a theatre of his own he'd give me an engagement!' But that is all moonshine. As a matter of fact I'm sure he never thought of me at all at that time. I was just then acting very badly, and feeling ill, caring scarcely at all for my work or a theatre, or anybody belonging to a theatre." Amongst those who sup-55